
SYNOPSIS OF MBTA FALL RIVER – NEW BEDFORD PROJECT STATUS AND 
PURPOSE FOR SEEKING YOUR INPUT 

 
The MBTA is planning to extend train service from Stoughton to Fall River and New Bedford.  
The project will cost more than $670 million.  Construction is scheduled to begin within 5 or 6 
years (about 2011).  The rail system will be two tracked through the entire town.   

There will be 35 trips a day passing through town, 18 in the morning - 17 in the evening.  Of 
these trips, two trains in the morning and two in the evening at peak commuter time will 
pass through town without stopping – (31 trains will stop in Stoughton).  The non-stop trains 
will travel at a higher rate of speed than the rest of the trains that will stop. Seventy mph is 
the estimated peak travel speed on the line – but it is unlikely that the speed will be this high 
going through Stoughton Center.  Stoughton will have 4 peak commuter stops in the 
morning and 3 in the evening.  In contrast Easton will have two more peak commuter train 
stops in the morning and two more in the evening than Stoughton. 

 
The current single track stops near Brock Street.  Currently there are 30 trips that serve Stoughton 
– (4 in the morning and 4 in the evening are at peak commuter travel times).  People getting on the 
train in Stoughton now have their choice of seats.   

The tracks south of Brock Street have been abandoned for years and subdivisions have 
grown up nearby.  There are recognized safety issues at two street crossings (Plain Street 
and Morton Street). 
The single track from Brock Street to the Canton Town Line is near business and established 
homes.  This route travels by the West, Middle and High School complex.  There are 
recognized safety issues at several of the street crossings (Brock, Wyman, Porter/Canton, 
School, Simpson and Central). 

 
Several years ago, the town heard citizen concerns regarding safety, noise, environmental, 
decreased housing value, etc., decided the project did not provide enough benefit to the town and 
told the MBTA it opposed this extension of service. 
 
The town is still opposed to this project.  But it cannot be sure that this project won’t be built.  If the 
project is built, Stoughton wants to be sure that the MBTA does all the things that it must do to 
satisfy our concerns.  Stoughton doesn’t need to change its mind about its opposition to this project 
(although it might).  But the town needs to tell the MBTA what it must put in its plans, require 
in its financing and then implement - to satisfy Stoughton’s needs if it goes ahead with this 
project.  The town also needs to make our representatives and others aware of our needs if it is to be 
successful. 
 
The town also needs to think seriously about what it must do if it wants to be effective in continuing 
to oppose this project.  The town cannot think that its silent opposition will bring a fruitful result.   
 
Under any circumstance, Stoughton must be clear and firm about its requirements, be forceful in its 
dealings with the MBTA and successfully get our needs met.  The town is responsible for getting 
what is required if the project is built.  The MBTA will only do what is required.   
 
As representatives of the Selectmen, Gerry and I need your help in defining what is needed, 
and how to achieve the objectives as you see them so that we can report your views and ideas 
to the town - the Board of Selectmen. 
 
Louis Gitto and Gerry McDonald 
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